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Subjeftton for Conſcience=ſake Aſſerted: 
IN A 


SERMON 


Preached at 


COVENT=-GARDEN- Church. 
the Sixth of December, 1674. 


ROM. 13.5. 


Wherefore ye muſt needs be ſubjeft, not only 
for Wrath, but for Conſcience-ſake. 


T is the great and juſt Glory of our moſt holy 
Faith, that it is no leſs the Intereft 'than che 
Duty of all men to embrace it, and live accor- 
ding to its Precepts: For if we examine either 
the Complex of the whole Chriſtian Refigion in groſs, 
or the ſeveral parcels of it, and Duties it enjoyns ; we 
muſt confeſs all the Laws of Solon and Lycurgus, of 
Greece and Rome come infinitely ſhort of the excel- 
lent proviſions. it gives for the Peace of Mankind, 
and the Order of Societies : So that it plainly 
appears, the Author of it was a Lover of Men. What 
F 2 Rule 


Marth. 7. 
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Rule of Juſtice can match that of doing to others what 
we would have-others do to-us, which 1s ſo home, 10 
eaſily remembred, and readily applied, that no won- 
der the very Heathens admired it ? But, not con- 
tent with the ſtricteſt rigors of Juſtice, our Saviour 
hath alſo obliged us to the ſupererogatings (if I may 
ſo ſpeak): of Charity, and hath commanded us to 
love one another as Brethren ; nor muſt our brother- 
ly Love be confined within the narrow bounds of a 
Party, but extend it fclf to all Men whom it takes 
within its Verge, forgiving Injuries and loving Ene- 
mies. And for the ſecurity of Order and Govern- 
ment, what means are like thoſe our Religion offers? 
This is even confeſſed by its declared Enemies, who 
charge it as the contrivance of deſigning men for ſe- 
curing their Power and Authority ; and indeed al 
the Arts of Stateſmen, the Cunnings of Policy , 
the Cloſeneſs of Councils, the Exaneſs of Intelli- 
gence, the ſtrength of Armies or Navies, the ſtrict- 
neſs of Guards, regular Fortifications, great Trea- 
ſures and vaſt Magazines, are but Incfteftual Means, 
compared to this which Religion offers for the ſe- 
curity of a State, by fetting up Conſcience as a Sen- 
tinel to watch in every man's Breaſt, that ſhall n6t 
let paſs through it one thought contrary to the Peace” 
of the Society, Wile Stateſmen hold it for a Ma- 
xim, That the chief fecurity of a Sovereign is in his 
being Maſter of the Hearts and Aﬀections of his Sub- 
jets, which will draw with them their Hands and 
Purſes as need ſhall require. But Mankind being ſo 
ſubject to a variety of Paſſions, which by an unruly 
viciſlitude poſſeſs the Minds, eſpecially of the giddy 
multitude, there can be no rc in this, unleſs 
ſomewhat 
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ſomewhat that is more fixed and better grounded, 
tye ſubjeAts to the Duty, they owe the Sovereign 
Power. And therefore thoſe who haye attempted 
God and deſigned to diſcharge Men of the ſenſe of a 
Deity, or the apprehenſions of another Life; are the 
grove Enemies to Authority : Their. Bloud and 

xtration may perhaps entitle them to Honour, and. 
a high Quality, but their Maxims deſtroy all Ho- 
nour, and would quickly bring on a levelling of all 
Qualities. He were, by the confeſſion of all,  high- 
ly criminal, who would queſtion the King's Title 
to the Crown, or offer to void his Right; and yet 
this is the Crime of thoſe Inſulting He&tors : For 
if there. be no God, then that Sacred and Royal Re- 
putation of Sovereign Power, which Princes derive 
from him, who is the o__ of it, by whom Kings 
Reign, is out of doors : This levels the Prince with 
the Subjet, and gives the Uſurper as good a Title 
as the lawful Sovereign can claim. 

T ſhall not now engage in a long diſcourſe of Poli- 
cy, nor examine the Original of Power, nor the 
Meaſures and Limits of it, nor the Nature and Ex- 
tent of the Subjeion we owe Authority ; much leſs 
run. ont in a long Digreſſion of the Obligation 'of 
Conſcience : but ſhall limit my Diſcourſe to one 
ſingle point, That Conſcience is the great ſecurity 
of a State, the Spring of Obedience, and the fure 
bafis of Submiſſion. And in opening up this Tſhall,” 

1. Shew that Conſcience doth © choak and ftifle 
the occaſions and cauſes of Commotions in their firſt 
Conceptions. ' 

2. That it drives the ſenſe of Duty and the obliga- 
tion to Obedience deeper on our Minds than any 
other conſideration whaſoever. 3- That 


S.Jam.4.2. 
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- 3- That it gives the Qtrongeſt 


| ments for con- 
vincing our Reaſon, and molt engaging Mo- 


tives for prevailing on our Afﬀetions, to pay the 
ry of Subjeion to thoſe God hath ſet over us. 
An 


4- T ſhall encounter and put out of the way a for- 
midable Objeion, which may offer it (If in-preju- 
dice of what I am to deliver, 

For the firſt, it is certain, that as the great Diſ- 
eaſes of our Bodies are not ſo much the Effects of 
——_ Accidents as * bad ay von BY to which a 
criſis may be given by fome foreign Impreſſion, 
which —_ «=, "ny in a ferment, and ſo endanger 
our Health : Thus the diſtempers- of the Body Poli- 
tick owe their beginnings and growth to ſome ill 
Humours in it, and the real Cauſes of Commotions 
are ſeldom the ſame with theſe that are pretended for 


training in and ing a Multitude.; for, from 
whence Fra wars ;. fighti a bt but from 
our luſts, that war in our. members,? I ſhall therefore 
conſider ſome of thoſe Lufts and diſtempered Aﬀectt, 
ons from which Commotions may ariſe, ,that Tmay 
ſhew, how Religion, and+is only, can ſecure Goyern- 
ment from ther had. effects. ' /Time will not-allow 
me to make good all T am to ſay from Hiſtory ; but 
thoſe who know Mankind will cafily fee the depen- 
cence of theſe Eflects from the Cul &5.I go toname, 
and {uch as bave read Hiſtory will find the Confirma- 
tion of in ſo. clear, that I may well be excuſed thela- 
bour of adducing particular proofs in ſo plain a caſe. 
- 2. But torſtand ne longer on Generals : One great 
occaſion, of Conmations 15 an unbounded. and aſpi- 
ring Ambition which makes many {well big, in. their 


own 
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own conceit, and they meaſuring themſelves by 
what they "appear in the glaſs of their own 1n- 
chanted Imagination , which both multiplies 
and magnifies all that is eminent jn them, ex 
that all the World ſhould court them with the ſame 
admiration which they pay themſelves. Now it 
is a hard thing to fatisfie the pretenſions of all 
theſe lofry Aſpirers, nor can any State be able to 
tifie them all ; ſince nothing falls, to which ma- 
ny ſeveral Competitors do not put in a claim: 
And though there be many Corrivals, only one car- 
ries the Prize, the reſt being all big with a good 
opinion: of themſelves, and provoked at the unjuſt 
295g as they anagine it, 'do upon that think 
ow to make themſelves conſiderable at their coſt, 
who they judge confider them too little, and et u 
for ſome 'pretence to draw a Party, and make a FaQt- 
on. © But thoſe mighty men- in their own Cconceits 
are not at quiet when they 'have gained whar they 
did at firſt pretend to, a5 that which would - 
nate their marr ro uſe of 'it as nr 
mount/them er ; and-thiis creep up through a 
Degrees ; and perhaps when they are as bighras car 
confalt with the charadter of a Sttbje&t, do'not reſt 


there, but when they are become firſt Miniſters, will The Caſe 


next deſign-to jaftle their Maſter from his Throne. 


ſays, Give, give; ' This being fo-preat ay 

ſee what curb-ean be found” for topping. 
It will ſoon appear, that alf the Arts of Government 
cannot do it ; Religion 3s that alone which teaches 
es to Uiſcharge our {elves of this Tympany, whoſe 
fwellings -are {o- incurable.” Our'Saviour com- 
a manded 


itS-CAreer, ;.-. 
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S. Matth. manded us to learn of him, who was lowly in heart ; 


his Apoſtles charge us, That in lowlineſs of mind we 


S.Pet. 5, /feem others better than our ſelves, That we humble 


our ſelves in the fight of God, and be cloathed with hu- 
mility as with a garment. 'And indecd this blefſed 
Dodkrig e does no {ooner prevail on us,” but it chan- 
ges that- blind value and fondneſs we have for -our 
{elyes; into a profound -unaffeted Humility, that re- 
preſents our-Faults and Defects as clear to us, as our 
former Vanity did our ſuppoſed Excellencies ; - and 
inſtead of vaſt towerings, brings us under great Con- 
trition, deep Self-denial, and an humble miſtruſt of 
our ſelves ; and thus Conſcience obliges us to be ſub- 
xxR, by ſetting out of the way this great provocation 
to diſorder... - * 


2. Another Cauſe to which not a few of the Di- 
ſtempers of Societies owe their Riſe and Growth, -is 
the heat and fury of mens Paſſions, which being once 
kindled, by their pride, and blown on by many out- 
ward accidents, at length become ſo fierce and vio» 
lent, that no-Banks can reſiſt their torrent, but they 
{weep all before them. - Some are- bora under the 
diſadvantage of ill Nature and a Choleriek Dilpoſiti- 
on.; and it theſe meet any-provocation-(which muſt 
needs. fall out often ; for as a. tender Body doth ſoon 
feel pain, ſo an ll diſpoſed Mind is quickly difquiet- 
ed.) their heated- Spirits are all in a Fever, and the 
either {well with Rage, fret with Envy, or boil wi 
Revenge; .And.thus are their Tray; let, to work, 
how to drudge happily. under the ſevere bondage of 
their tyrannical Paſkons. One perhaps-to be reven- 
ged on ſome. triumphing Favorite, whom he can 
overtake no cafier way, will be ready to drive all to 


confu- 


pers, than an 
qualify en oe heat, and ing the Paſſions 
0 

Men + For no-Government cart be o well | 
but that many will find themſelves aggrieved by it, 

or by thoſe who manage it ; and if upon theſe irri- 

tations we ask counſel at our blinded and miſled Paſ-- 

fions, we may be well aſſured they will ever drive 

us into all the exceſles of Fury and Confuſion. How 
excellent then muſt this Divine Diſcipline be, which 

tames the wildneſs, and ſmooths the roughneſs of 

our unpoliſhed Natures, teaching us ts put off wrath, Col. 3. 8. 
anger, malice, blaſphemy, and evil communication out of 

our mouths ; inſtead of thoſe, moulds us into a 
Divine temper, like our meek Maſter, obliging us 

to forbear one another, and forgive one another, as he Col. 3. 13. 
has done us : For that Divine Wiſdom which he 

taught the World , # firſt pure, then peaceable, gentle 8. Jun. 3. 

eafie to be entreated. It no ſooner gets into our *7 
breaſts, bur it dulcifies our Choler, qualifies the bit- 
terneſs of our Gall, and gives us the poſſeſſion of our 
Minds, out of which nothing can turn us ; and tran{- 
forms us from that —— into 4 vow 
| li 
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ke diſpoſition, and, inſtead of theſe boiling tho 
which do ferment, gives the quiet ferenities of 
Conſcience and-fervent Charity ; ſo that we are tio 
more Sons of Thunder, but Chi of Love, and 
do no more bluſter out in-Paſfion, bur from the Calm 
ob a cool Spirit do breathe out ſoft and gentle AﬀeRti- 
ons: And if of a fudden a ftorm arife withirrus, our 
Conſciences will at once both arraign, condemn and 
kilt theſe Paſhons that raiſe it, 'and thus reacheth us 
tobe ſubjeR, by deftroying" theſe Paſſions that 6 
both marre' our ewn Quiet, and endanger the Pub- 
lick Peace: on 99.9 | | 
' 3: Another Occaſion thar hathengaged many in- 
to feditions Courſes, hath been the narrownels” of 
their Fortunes; to which they; not underſtanding the- 
Philofophy-of contrafting their deſires, which is the 
fafer and eaſier courſe, ſtudied by all means wharſo- 
_ everto' enlarge them {@ as to ſatisfie the Vanities and 
Prodigalities of an undiſtreet - As the tur- 


Expence. 
bulent” Youth of hos adviſed his Uncle, finding 


him buſicd 'to prepare his aceounts, rather to ftudy 
how'to make none at all. Thoſe people think they 
ole kttle, and may 
to embark 17 the 


with their gaping deſies, are ever ſetting '2 new 
edge on.'theit ulcerated' Spirits, and none are ſo fury-- 
ous as theſe, who pinched! with want 'and cold; and 
armed by deſpair, muſt do-or die : If the ordinary 
Courſe of Law and Juſtice go on, they are undone ; 
but the diſordering theſe, does both reprieve them 
from ruine, and feed. them! with ſome hopes. Now 
no 


| 
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"no: treafure. can anſwer the demands of dll - revenos 

aurers, ho camor dig, and are aſbamed to hey, 5 
nor can.the; greateſt.exactneſs of care. reach, every 


dividual of-a State, or oblige then to an EXPENCC 
proportioned to their- Fortune, much lefs to limit 


their defires 0-it 5 but ſtillthere be many Prodigats, 
who out-run clke wgp thoſe are. often men of 
brisk Tempers and ungoverned Apgetites:: In what 
| 2 -Perhaps in an evener Trad of Peace and 
Plenty, when Order and Authority. maintain' their 
Reputation, ſuch diflolute{ waſters of their Fortanes 
cannot Prove as to diſturb the Peace 
of a Nation : Bur all States are ſubje& to: Accidents 
that weaken-them, and the Cenſures of an unruly | 
-multitude will often blaſt the Reputation-of the belt 

Government. - And at ſome ſuch diſadvantage theſe 
. untoward -Male-contents may catch :an opportani- 
ty. of doing auch miſchief ; tow great 2 mels 
wy it 10: any Nation to:embrace and obey that 


"_— 


igian which teaches. us, Nor to take thought what 5. Marr. 5. 


we ſhall eat,, drink, or put 'on, thardisbands 'the folivi- 75) 3+ 


tudes about to morrow, -and the anxious cares that 
vpprels weaker minds:; our holy Faith teaching us, 
that we are pilgrims on Earth, p all. our ec l 
calls-up our thoughts above the depreſſions : 
$0. fed our {elves wath the aſſured hopes of approxch- 
1ng'Glory and Happineſs im another. fture,, which does 
& entirely ſwallow up the ene of any preſerit Trom- 
blp,. that it leaves no other. impreſſion an us, but-to 
make. us __— = gone wc dom ſhadows of 
Moxtality © APPEarances nels, which 
de now gnpoſe; on 'our A minds, nd ſedh&e 
«v1 2 
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us into a thouſand Errors and Follies. ' And thus #- 
gain we ſee how Conſcience ſtifles the very firſt mo- 
tions of diſorder, and teaches us to be ſubject. 

4. A fourth Occaſion of diſorder, is a buſie med- 
ling +=». nga cannot _ its ſelf within its 
own Limuts and_ Sphere, but will engage in things 
beyond its ing, and above its reach : Some 
cannot ſtay at home and do their own buſineſs, but 
muſt ramble and inſinuate themſelves on all 
Affairs and Company, and are ever gaping for ſome 
change, hoping it may make way for their appear- 
ing in : Theſe are ever ſucking im ill 

\ Reports, which are ſure to belch up again in all 
Companies, not without additions. They delight to 
RE G— and Government, and either to 

find or make faults in every thing that is done, and 
a volatile unfixedneſs of diſpotition makes them 
weary of eſtabliſhed Laws and Cuſtoms, and gape 
for throng a fond vo nar of Novelty. 
Now thele Vermine © creeping into all Compani 
muſt certainly weaken the Nerves and Sinews of Go. 
| vernment ; and moſt attempts for repreſſing this hu- 
mour make it boil with the greater vehemence : But, 

.,. as the Wiſeman. us of old, »-Zo fear God, 

26G and honour the King, no not to mow with thoſe that 

were given to change : not to ſay, were the 

—— ” former days rows, theſe, for we 5 Rc ire wiſe- 

ly concerning that matter : 'Sothe doftrine of the Gof- 

: Theſ. 4. pel commands every man, 7o do his own buſineſs, to 
1: ue, ay at home, not to be a bufie-body, nor meddle in other 
ry __ affairs, but to pay tribute to whom tribute is due ; 

Rom. 13- fear, to whom fear ; and honour, to whom honour is 
T- duc. Theſe being the Rules of Religion, I may ap- 

peal 
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ience Hþligestis to Subjedtion, by reſiſting all the 
ppt lead to Diforder or Confuſion, ' / 
2. Nor does it ofify pur out of the way'tholſe dar 
geraits Seubibling-hlodcs, bur it drives the ſanks of 
Duty deep into our Minds. Law and Government 
can only watch-over the Aﬀtions and Words of Sub- 
jeas, *but can neither 'diſcover- nor over-rule their 
Thoughts, which a cautious man wrapping up 'with- 

im himfelf can reſerve to a fit opportunity ; but Con- 

foience infirmates the Duty we owe the Sovereign 

Power upon our ſecreteſt thoughts ; and Religion 

Eccleſ. 11. ebliges'us wot 20 curſe the King in our thoughts ; and 
Vit has made the Duty we pay Authority a part of its 
felf, and of thefe returns of the. holy Fear and hum- 

ble Obedience, we- owe the great King of Kings: 

But this muſt not be © far carried, as it thoſe who 

ire veſteq with-the Sovereign Power, had Anthoriry 

CN coed is th acces fans ofthe 
enjoyn,” 2 ing to. 1terous {pawn of that 
lnfeinal Leviathan, who by this Aſertion doth at Once 


brings onus, or.not ; Tfnot, then gll-'the'Sacredneſs 
 . of Authority, is gone, aid the Prince hasTloftiing but 
Force to maintain his Right,- andevery Ufurper that 
- Maſters him ſhall have a better Right, by how'mnch 
more Power he has to ſtrengthen his ambittovs Pre- 
terfion=r Ht it we bound'by the Lov of God 
to obey the Supreme Power, then th 


Laws hid 


prior *© 
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prior Title 'to our Obedience, and'infes the Duties 
of Sabjedts as a particular Effe&-of their -Dodrine : 
Therefore: theſe Laws having the: firſt Right to our 
pion arone, oF oboyingte Moginne) rand 
co pick out tharone, of (the Magiftrare; "and 
try the or pyrnar en, Sor all the mere a 
being enacted by the Authority ma uall 
bind us ; and-as no deputed Magiſtrate ron 7-4 
Laws of the me Power, ſo neither'can Princes 
void the Laws of God withour ſopping-thes Foundati- 
ons of their own Authority. But none of theſe mag- 
nifyings of Magiſtracy are neceflary to make it great ; 
it being by God himſelf exalted to fo culminating's 
height, and rhe rendring co-God the things that! are 

s, does not prejudice Cieſar in the that 
are Czfar's : But Religion ingages us'to fo full arts Obe- 
dience to the Laws, that our violating therm;/ when 
they contradict no' Command' of God's, males as 
we th in- his ſight; and jigp 90-7 arms 
we do with ſo mnch cunning, that-the Secular Pow. 
&r cart fix no Cenſure on us, yet oar Conſciences 
will accuſe vs before God for thoſe ſecret Tra! 
fions which no humane Care can. . diſcover. 'Fh 
is a Triburtat fer up by -God'for the Magiſtrate/1niall 
our Breaſts; which will Sentence ſevetely; and 
not be put off by the tricks of Law,” the boldneſs of 
Denials, the cunning of Excuſes, or any other Arts 
that may impoſe upon, -or- abuſeueht who. 
muft proceed uport clear - evidence; «2nd not otidubit 
ous conjectares:* But when a- mais retired? inward; 
and his Conſcience takes him: to tasR, ther aff che(e 
vifors are pulled off, andhe*muſt needs appearinthe- 
foul colours: of guilt; Another Method 'by Ro 

Cl«. 
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Conſcience. binds on us the ſenſe of Duty and Sub- 
jedion to thole ſet over us, is the Obligation to 
pray for them, according to that Rubrick of 
pax S. Paul gives, I _ nyo that firſt of all 

2 Tim. 2. ſupplications, s, interceſſions, and grvi thanks 

__ _— for - ns ep Kings and all the wy we 
ty, that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godli- 
neſs and honeſty : which whoſoever is a Chriſtian muſt 
needs obſerve.” This then muſt every day awaken 
and keep alive the ſenſe of Duty to thoſe over us, ſo 
that if we have been prevailed on to undutiful cour- 
ſes, when we retire to our Devotions, this muſt cer- 

- tainly our eyes to diſcern and repent of our 
faults; -for if we pray, and a&t contractions, then we 
either mock by prays for that we do not de- 
ſire, and which weſtudy to y ; or we at moſt 
impiouſly in - oppoſition to that we judge our ſelves 
bound to pray for : And every man, whoſe Conſci- 
ENCE iS not | will ſoon diſcover this 
double dealing in Fimſel , if he pray againſt what 
he as, arid be aCting againſt his Prayers. Thus it 
appears, that Conſcience-brings the ſenſe of our Du- 
ty to the Soverejgn Power nearer us, and to cloſer 
conflicts. with our daily thoughts, and forceth upon 
us 4 t review of them. Nor is this a blind and 
brutiſh SubjeQtion to which Conſcience ties us, but 
it binds it on us with the fulleſt evidence of Reaſon. 

3- And this is the third Particular, to which m 

Deſign now leads me, wherein 1am to lay out thoſe 

WODESRES Ee 

ofter for jon we mu c 

Magiſtrates. I ſhall not meddle with thoſe Reaſons 

that may be drawn from the Rules of Humane Policy, 


6 the 'Ordlintnce of God, NS Vac, - 
Deputies, Mini Vicegerents . That have the 
Sword of Fufblee ut in their hands by him, nfo 


aſnbeviaFens doets,. anid the encouragement 71 
that do 3- nd bo iN Bhs Fee Es S'; PL 82.6. 


a ſtrain of ſpeech, _, ry Ad 
warrant it, would - pals 


= 
| y <x vey ER the” on 
jc which Achgwon off ths vip pI 
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firm belief ofthe Government of the World, by that 
Unerring Providence that wiſely maintains that great 
ar wo vaſt Frans of Beings, —_ Pal ſelf rai 
rances of things to judge raſhly, even before we have 
ſeen all the fides and. ſecrets' of humane Counſels, 
which would often alter our thoughts very much 
from our over-forward Judgments : But the ſecrets 
' of | the Divine. Counſels \lie. hid-from all the living, 
and yet the long experience which the Oeconomy 
of the World offers us, may juſtly convince us, that 
we are not to pals ſentence haſtily, and that often 
thoſe things which did look moſt cloudy, and threat- 
ned ſome diſmal Conſequences, did by the ſecret 
Governings of that Supreme Mind,. produce effects 
very different from thoſe that not without great pro- 
babilities were feared : This therefore muſt clear the 
Melancholy of our diſcouraged and dejected minds, 
and diſſipate thoſe thick miſts of tears and jealouſies 
which might otherwiſe damp and diſhearten us. He 
that gave the Laws to Day and Night, andcan re- 
verſe theſe when he will ; that taught the whole 
Frame of Nature thoſe Motions they obſerve, and 
yet can force the Syn bothto Rap to give ground 
when he will-; and can make the Sea to-riſe up in 
is able to extricate the darkeſt and moſt invol- 

ved Ravelings of Second Cauſes. We are therefore 
- Fecure, knowing, That all things work together for 
ood to them that love God, believing that fs Provir 

y wah watcheth over his Church, all that truſt in 
him, ſo that not a hair of their head falls to the graund 
withogt his care, and that he hath given his Angels 
charge te encamp about and Miniſter to the heirs of Sal 


vation ; 
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vation ; and this may well ſuperſede our fears, and 
throw eqn fl Ga 
compole our minds to' an SubjeQtion'to thoſe 
God hath brought us under. 1 know ſome ma 
herd kg the ſtupidity of Fate, which m 
needs diſhe and ſlacken all good Intentions and 
Pm >. wr to conſider the Order God hath 
fixed in the CE hp pail 


not remembring that none but the Family of Aaron 
oo 0D Le ER un his hand , 
to them, but was ſtruck dead 'on the | 
a__ _ to look: on and adore the” hi 
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nical Mind- will.in'due-time- bring forth, and- in the- 

tg Dat reſt. ſatished in - tou __—— 
ing thungs.. 18,-08r-prayers to and: g every 
thing than behrs our Condigion; for prefetvitng, Peace, 
Order and Religion, but going-no fuxtlier,; for the 
wrath of mar <th net work aut the righteonpreſs of God. 
And thus Gonſcience;: 
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tele and! florid Eloquence- could eaſily mina this 
Thats whit thuſd wivntages, as w:Telld Herwoe-in 
alf- at Courſes ſo-barbarous-and 'unchriftian , which 
the common Sertiments *of Humanity. wil make 
thoſe of fofter and relentins Tempers hate, much 
more the meek and peaceable Chriſtians. And that 
theſe are- not the Melancholy repreſentations of a 
troubled Fancy, 2 little Reflexion on what we have 
ſte and known, and # perictrating proffiecÞ into 
what may be before us wilf cafily- make out to-all 
con{dering: Minds: Therefore and fervent 
Charity: to Mankind wiff' prove” a+ certain” curb to 
CSR EISTITTEf the Effects 
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relief, yet he'not only ſubmitted himſelf to them, 
but rejected and reproved S. Peter's too forward 

- 4x zeal, and told him , That Jach as drew the ſword 

#5. ſhould periſh by the ſword ; and when the ill-guided 
fervour of that great Apoſtle had miſled him to the 
_— rb — with (re rar mg our op EX= 

is diſpleaſure at it, by his miraculous pieci 
the Ear again with'the maimed Head. And when by 
was acculed to Pilate of being an Enemy to Ceſar, 
and pretending to ſet up another Kingdom, he did 
in the plaineſt ſtile was poſſible condemn all pratt:- 

S. John 18 ſings againſt Government upon pretence of Religion , by 

36. © faying, My Kingdom is not of this world ; if my King- 

dom were of this world, then would my ſervants fight, 

that I ſhould not be delrvered to the Jews, but now's 
my Kingdom not from hence : This doth fo expreſly 
diſcharge all buſling and fighting on the pretence of 

Religion, that we muſt either ſet up for” another Go- 

ſpel, or utterly. reje&t what is ſo tormally condem- 

ned by the Author of this we profeſs to belieye: 

And never Cauſe of Religion was of fo great con- 


to death, which, though it proved the 
thing to Mankind, yet on their part who it, 
as the fouleſt Crime the Sun ever ſaw. 

The bleſſed Apoſtles followed their Maſters 
this, as inall other things; and therefore having 
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H_—_ pon colours of Religion, ys the Wort, with 

Cog and no es iſe does a Paul teach 

Romans 1n though then groanin 

under the ſevereſt rigours of Bondage and L— 

and S. Peter doth at full length once and again call : SPer.z 

on all Chriſtians to prepare for ſufferin and to 13 vr 

bear them tly ; and though the age of the and 3. 14, 

ſlaves was heavy and highly contrary to all the free- 15,15,37- 

doms of the humane Nature, yet he exhorts them to 

| bear the ſeverities, even of their froward and unjuſt 

| Maſters, with this Argument, That Chriſt hfered for or 
them, leaving them an example, that rhey foo ſhould 
his oeps. From theſe unerring, 
muſt- all true Chriſtians pagan mach 2 oc 
Actions, and the Rules of their Life : And indeed the 
firſt Converts to Chriſtianity embraced the _ 
and bore it not only with Patience, but Joy; 
as long as Chriſtianity continued pure and lh Tory 
oy Dodrine wi, pajiont ſuffering m_ not uy « big 

em t gave Ss of its R A 

the ot Patience ol por oe of che Chrs 
ſtians in a fucceſſion of Three Ages and Ten. Perſc- 

- cutions. , They Pts Witneſſes pd. Faith Neg 
burning and fhining ts, as well-by 0 
their Lives, as by the Stakes and F Aaakry b: 

om. Nero unpalled them, and cloathing 

them with Pitch-coats, made burn them as. Torche 
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World:to 
lities, with that alacrity and els Of 
ſ fer up their Lives-for the Faith ; and neither 


the Cruelty of their tipg Perſecutors, -nor 
the continued Tra of eheir Mikcries, which did not 
on them either 


end but. with their dyys , proveilen | | 
to renounce the Faith, or 9 that which is next de» 


to it, throw -off the 
ſelves to fedirious Practilc 


Doty they owed. rhe ; \ 3*;o* C2, 
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Ep. 97; ter our Saviour Wrote 1 Trajan, That in Pantus antl 
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ed Chriſtian, and eſtabliſhed the Faith by Law, yet 
neither did the ſubtil attempts of Ja/ian the Apoſtate, 
nor the open Perſecutions of ſome Arria» Emperors, 
who did with great violence proſecute the Ortho- 
dox, occaſion any ſedirious Combinations 
Authority. Theſe are the great Precedents this ho- 
ly Fong of the Croſs _ in the firſt and pureſt 

though Religion ſuffered great Deca 
AS io of many Ages yer tor th = on 
Centuries no Father or Doctor * the Church, nor 
any Aſſembly of Church-men, did ever teach, main» | 
tain or any Rebellions or ſ{editious Doctrines 
or PraQtiles. 

4- And thus I have mads good what I undertook 
to evince, That Conſcience doth with "the greateſt 
evidence of Reaſon and Authority, bind us to an 
abſolute SubjeRion to the Higher Powers ; and have 
obſerved what was the Path our bleſſed Saviour him- 
{elf followed, the Traces whereof are to be known 
by thoſe bloudy ſteps' he hath left behind him for 
our Example and Inſtrution. We have alſo ſeen 2 
one Cloud of Witneſſes following him in the 

way he both opened up and conſecrated tothem: 
_ after all this, nSaboge $i memm, dag That 

C it, 
followed the Kos Rule, and that ſome Diviſions of 
Chriſtendom, -which in all other things run very 
lk —_ one another, eeror on np nn gs mf 


ng io, 
vouch re one 
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in. the beginning. and I will handle it with, the 
round plainneſs that ſuch a Point, how-tender ſoever 
ſome may think it, requires. It. is. true, about- the 
end of ' the Eleventh Century this peſtiferous Doc- 
trine took its Riſe, and was firſt broached and vent- 
ed by Pope Gregory the Seventh, commonly called 
Hildebrand, the Pope of that name s though 2. 
far better man had baſely and ſhamefully c the 
cruel and perfidious. Phocas, and treated him in a ſtile 
of mean and ſordid Flattery that misbecame any man, 
much more {o great « Bithop. But the Pope I now- 
ſpeak of went more briskly to work, —_—_ that 
inſolent and bold pretenſion of the T power 
of the Popes over all Kings and Princes ; that they 
being Chriſt's Vicars on Earth, muſt have all Power 
in Heavet and Earth, deputed to them, and that as 
S. Heats por canes Fe 00 mp Barks the 
Spiritual T put un thei U 
this he aſpired and exalted himſelf above thoſe A Lag 
the Scripture calleth Gods. Nor did this reſt in a 
bare ſpeculation, but any that will read his Epi 

and knows the Hiſtory of his Life, will ſce what dif- 
mal confuſions he. brought on, Germany and 7taly, 
and laid the Foundations of thoſe bloudy Wars which 
followed and continued for ſome Ages: Then did 
the Factions of the Guelphs and Gibellins divide Na- 
tions, Towns and Families, and fill all places with 
bloud and. confuſion.. . How. other: Popes did after- 
wards ſet the ſame pretenſions on foot, both in Fraxce, 
England, and in many other places, is well enough 
known to all that are acquainted with Hiſtory ; and 
tor two or three Ages the Tyranny of this was ſo 


heavy, -that any Inlolent Church-man was able to 
I 2 diſturb 


(28) 
diſturb Government , carrying Complaints to 
Rome of fore erat Ne ierdciagts on the Ec- 
clefrafticat Immunity z upon which Monitory Breyes 
and Bulls were diſpatched from Rome, and every 
Prince was either to obey theſe, how much foever 
they might prejudice his Government, or to look for 
the Thunders of Exeommanication, Depofitron, ab- 
folving his Subjefts from their Oaths of Fidelity, 
and the- transferring his Domimions on fome other 
more zealous Votary of thar See. And any that 
wilt read the Decretals, Bulls'and Breves.of many of 
the aſpiring Popes, wilt find that theſe-were-not 
ambitions and di{chimed practiſes, the guilt of whi 
being perſonal, died with themſelves; bur they foun- 
ded them or the Rights of the See of Rime, and in 
the ſtile af an Univerſal Paftor impoſed the belief of 
that on the World. Now I would prefame to- ask 
any of that Communion, if they believe theſe Popes 
n_ Infalkble to — waa — 4m 
they un on orld, or not ? It any 
were Hefallthe in them, they are withonr kr! Hart 
remony of words, Traitors, who fubjecr our Soye- 
ion's Rights, which he derives from God' only, to 
z foreign Superior Power : If they were not Infalli. 
ble in res $, Ay An me btn 
Pope's Infallibiliry > For the preſent Pope can have 
no more-than- his Predeceffors had ; and' if they er- 
red; he may Itkewife erre: But T muſt atlyance this 
alittle _— ſhew =_ —n dats arm 
nien, th reject the Popes tlity, yer 
if they ſaber to the Infalfibility of their general Coun- 
cils, are ſtill in the fame hazards of being Rebels: 
For the Council of Lateran, which mn —_— 
urc 
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Church is held General and Occumenical, thar firſt 
decreed Tranſubſtantiation, did alſo by the Third of 
irs Canons decree, That all temporal Princes ſhould ex- 
terminate (I ſhall nor critically examine thar word 
which amount to baniſhment at leaſt) af Fe- 
reticks ; adding, That if any Temporal Lord, being 
admonifhed by the Church, did negleft to purge his 
Lands, he ſhould be firſt excommunicated, and if he 
continued in his contempt and contumacy, a years notice 
was to be given of it to the Pope, who thenceforth ſhould 
declare his Yaſſals abſolved from the Fidelity they  ow- 
ed him, and expofe his Lands to be Invaded by Catho- 
licks, who might poſſeſs it without amy contradittion,, has | 
ving exterminated the Hereticks out of it, and preſerve 
it in the Purity of the Faith. This is o ay: that 
I ſuppoſe without any hefitation it may be called a 
down-right Confpiracy againſt all Sovereign Princes ; 
and' this _ by a General Council, maſt 
either be Infallibly true, or the Formdation on which 
they have raiſe all their Superſtrucrure of the In- 
fallibility of their General Conncils, is overrurned. 
Burt the fame Equality of fuſtice and Freedom, that 
obliged me to lay open this, ties me ta rax_ alto 
thote who” pretend a great heat againft Rome, and 
value Ives on their abhorring all the DoCtrines 
and Practifes of that Church, and yer have carried 
along with them: one of their moſt peſtiferous Opi- 
rmons, ng Reformation when they would 
brin nnder Confafion, and vouching the Caule 
and' Work of God, when they were deſtroying that 
Authority he had fer up, and oppoſing thole. im- 
— by tam : And the more Piety and Devotion 
uch daring prerenders put on, it ſtill brings the 


greater 
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greater ſtain and imputation on Religion , as if i 
gave a Patrociny to thoſe Practiles it 1o plainly cgn- 
demns. This is Judas-like, to kiſs our Maſter when 
we betray him, and to own a Zeal for Religion 
when we engage in courſes that diſgrace and deſtryy it. 

Bur, bleſſed be God, our Church hates and con- 
demns this Doctrine from what hand ſoever it corge, 
and hath eſtabliſhed the Riga and Authority of 
Princes on ſure and unalterable Foundations, enjoyn- 
ing an entire Obedience to all the lawful Commands 
of: Authority, and an abſolute Submiſſion to that Su- 
preme Power God hath put in our Sovereign's hands, 
This Doctrine we juſtly glory in, and it any that 
had their Baptiſm and Education in our Church have 
turned Renegades from this, they proved no leſs ene- 
mies to the ch her ſelf, than to the Civil Au- 
thority. So that their Apoſtaſic leayes no blame on 
our Church, which glories in nothing more than in 
a well- Reformation from the later Corrup- 
tions which the dark Ages brought in, to the pure 
and Primitive Doctrines which our Saviour his 
Apoſtles taught, and the firſt Chriſtians retained and 
practiſed for many Ages. 

To Reſume all then : Let us adorn our holy. Pro- 
feſſion with a Life ſuitable to it, and let us ſhew to 
the World, that we take not up, nor maintain our 
Religion upon Intereſt, but found it on ſure and un- 
moveable Foundations, which, being the ſame al- 
ways, will ever oblige us to the ſame Duties and 
Practiſes. Let us ſtudy to empty our ſelves of all 
big ſelf-conceiting Thoughts, of all hot and infla- 
med Paſlions and Appetites, of all unfuly and un- 
bounded Deſires, of all Levity' and unſtayedneſs of 

mind , 
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mind ; that with humble Hearts, calm Minds, con- 
tented Spirits, and ſteady Thoughts, every one ma 
follow the Duties of his Station, and contain himſelf 
within it as becomes a Chriſtian, paying inwardly 
in our very that reverence we owe the 
Higher Powers, oliving up to God the conſtant 
Tribute of our Prayers for ; conſidering they are 
God's Vice- and by his own warrant are cal- 
led Gods : And if the Conduct of Afairs do not ſuit 
our —_— I, I for all that we are to truſt 
to and depend on God's FrovidEnce, not daring once 
to think of attempti inſt the Lord's anointed, 
nor to en in courſes may bring on ſo much 
miſchief and confuſion, but let us ever fer before our 
eyes our bleſſed Saviour, Who endured the'Croſs and 
eſpiſed the ſhame ; who when he was reviled, reviled 
not again, and when he ſuffered, be threatned not, but 
committed himſelf to him that judgeth righteouſly : And 
| let us alſo conſider that Cloud of Witneſſes 6 fol- 
lowed hin ; That ſo we may run with patience the race 
that is ſet before us, and not look to or imitate the 
ter iſes of ſome diſtem and degenerated 
ſti And then we be an honour to our 
Profeſſion,” and give a credit to that Church wherein 
we were Born, Baptiſed and inſtructed ; when we 
ſhew that we are ſubject, not only for Wrath, but for 
Conſcience-ſake. | ; 

And toend as I begun ; Let us with aſtoniſhment 
and wonder, contemplate the —_— glories of our 
moſt holy Faith, which tends to raiſe Mankind to 
the higheſt pitch of true Greatneſs that his limited 
Nature can aſcend to, and as far excels all the at- 
tempts of Philoſophy, or any other Religion whatſoe- 
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ver, as the bright Splendor of the Day doth the fain- 
ter Shinings of: the Night. For nothing canbe more 
the In fall then than the receiving this Faith, 
which both ſevvircs a man in al his Rights, and obli- 
o pay him whatever is due from the 
in. Does a Father defire duriful 
n affectionate-Father > Make 


=, I of Wedlock 
w on their 
ere nd cielo. 
vants, 4 Sa Seve pal end greats Nears Make 
good Chriſtians and they will prove fuch.. Do 


all men defire to live by honeſt 
gms fo 1bours 2 kc try 


THE END: 


